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THE AAG — ASPG MEETINGS 
December 27-30, 1949 
Madison, Wisconsin 


The meetings of the geographic profession were held 
in Madison in the fine facilities of the University of 
Wisconsin. The program for the meeting was printed, 
including abstracts of tMepapers and a few copies are 
still available from the AAG Secretary (Walter W. Ristow, 
Division of Maps, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.) 
The abstracts will be printed in the forthcoming issue 
of the Annals of the Association of American Geographers. 
A brief account of the meeting will appear in the next 
Geographical Review. There were over 450 registrations 
at the meeting. 


At the meetings there was consummated the merger of 
the American Society for Professional Geographers and 
the Association of American Geographers. Believing 
information on the merger and subsequent action by the 
AAG Council to be of great interest to the geographic 
profession, this issue of the Professional 
features that information. 


The new constitution was adopted by an overwhelning 
majority of the members of both the ASPG and the AAG. 
Copies of the constitution were circulated to all 
members with the ballots on amalgamation. The 
Secretary (Walter W. Ristow) has a few copies for 
those that wish them. If desired the new constitution 
may be printed in this journal. 
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PROFESSIONAL GEOGRAPHERS 


The ASPG before its merger with the AAG has had some 
accomplishments which are worthy of record. 


The P. r, Bulletin of the American 
Society for Professional Geographers, Volume 8, December, 
1948, has been published. The editor, Harold V. Miller, 
assembled a most interesting series of articles for 
this, the last issue in the previous series. A number 

of the articles were excellent examples of the use of 
geography in business and planning. An article by 

George Deasy, "The Geographer's Salary" (p.4-16), gave 
pertinent data drawn from a sampling of the profession. 
Dr. M, ¥. Jen sent from China an analysis of the progress 
of geography in China with a full bibliography. 


items from the Minutes of the ASPG Executive Committee 
December 20, 1948, Washington, D.C. 


Present: President: E. WILLARD MILLER 
Treasurer: GEORGE DEASY 
Secretary: WALTER W. RISTOW 


MEREDITH E. BURRILL, HOYT LEMONS, JAMES A. MINOGUE 


The following actions were taken, subject to approval 
by the Executive Board at the Madison meeting. (Approval 
was granted subsequently on these items). 


It was moved, seconded, and approved that 
permission be granted for setting up a New York 
City and Vicinity Section within the Middle 
Atlantic Division. Johnson E. Fairchild was 
designated as Temporary Chairman of the New 
York Section. 


It was moved, seconded and approved that a 
recommendation be made to the new Council that 
paid advertisements be included in a single 

publication which will perpetuate the functions 
and content of the Newsletter and Professional 
Geographer. 
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It was proposed that a recommendation be made to 
the new Council that the Placement Committee continue 
to be centered in the Washington Area. 


It was proposed that the new Council give serious 
consideration to establishing a Permanent Secretariat 
for the Association. 


Condensed items from the Minutes of Annual Business Meeting 
of The American Society for Professional Geographers, 


Monday, December 27, 9:00 PM, Union Theater, Madison. 
Annual reports of officers and committee chairmen. 


Committees 


Public Relations Aid to Foreign Geographers (Joint) 
Directory Credentials 

Placement Nominating 

Membership Program (Joint) 

Policy National Atlas (Joint) 


Division Reports 


These oral reports stressed the field trips and 
meetings held under divisional auspices. 


Announcement of 1949 ASPG officers 

The vote on election of officers was announced as follows:- 
President: SHANNON McCUNE Vice President: JOHN WEAVER 
Executive Board members: LESTER KLIMM and MABEL EADS. 


The yote on amalgamation of ASPG and AAG 


The vote on amalgamation was announced as 431 in 
favor and 29 not in favor. 


A vote of thanks to the University of Wisconsin was 
passed. 


A vote of thanks to retiring officers and committee 
members was passed. 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council of 
the Association of American Geographers, 
Monday, December 27, 1948, Memorial Union 
Building, University of Wisconsin, contain 
information of value to the geographic 
profession and are therefore summarized here. 


REPORTS 


The minutes of the last meeting and the report of 
principal official acts of the Council and officers 
during the year were approved. 


The report of the secretary was approved. 


The report of the Editor (copies of which are available 
for circulation) was approved with the following actions: 


a. The same printer is to be continued for the Annals. 

b. The storage of back numbers of the Annals is to be 
arranged by the Editor. 

c. The Editor is authorized to make such modifications 
or additions to the monography by Hartshorne: 
Nature of Geography, as may be agreed with the 
author and as may be possible within the sales 
price. The Editor is to use his judgment on 
ehipping materials and procedures. 

d. The budget of the Annals for next year is left to 
the incoming Council of the new organization. 

e. A vote of special thanks is given to Mrs. RALPH 
H. BROWN for her carrying on during the 
transitional period. 


The report of the treasurer was accepted with the 
suggestion that a simple balance sheet of current income 
and expenditures be set up to show the structure of current 
income and expenditures. (Copies of the report are available 
for circulation. The full report, contrary to custom, is not 
reproduced here. ) 
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The tellers appointed to tally the vote on the constitutional 
amendment reported the vote as follows: 


Yes 179 
No 22 
Unmarked 

Total 202 


The amendment to the constitution "Vote on Transitional Steps 
and New Constitution and By-Laws (effecting united geographic 
organization)" was therefore declared carried. 


The tellers appointed to tally the vote on officers for 
1949 (RICHARD JOEL RUSSEL, CLIFFORD M. ZIERER, and CHAUNCY D. 
HARRIS) declared the following candidates elected: 


RICHARD HARTSHORNE President 
GEORGE J. MILLER Vice President 
WALLACE W. ATWOOD Councillor 
WALTER M. KOLLMORGEN Secretary | 
CHARLES B. HITCHCOCK Treasurer 
COMMITTEES 


The following committee to draft a resolution of thanks 
was appointed: 0.E.BAKER and JOHN C. WEAVER, 


Committee on Awards 


The following awards for research from the Royalties 
Fund were made: 


STEPHEN S, VISHER for aid in research and 

in drafting of maps for "A Climatic 

Atlas of the United States." $200 
SHANNON McCUNE for aid in research for 

"A Comparative Study of Historical 

Accounts of the Geography of 

Chenango Valley (New York)." 
A.W.KUCHLER for aid in research for "A New 

Vegetation Map of North America" $215 
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Geography in Universities (GEORGE B. CRESSEY, chairman) was 
adopted and the Committee discharged with a vote of thanks. 
(Committee report is given in full on another page.) 


The Committee on Awards of Travel Aid for the Lisbon 
meetings of the International Geographical Congress 


(JOHN K. WRIGHT, chairman) was approved as follows: 
$500 grant to GEORGE B, CRESSEY, $1000 unallocated. 

It was hoped that the same committee could be continued 
by the incoming council of the new organization and also 
that the new chairman of the American committee, when 
appointed, might receive aid. 


The Membership Committee (STEPHEN S, VISHER, chairman) was 


discharged with a vote of thanks for their work. 


AAG Affairs 


Items from the Minutes of the Meetings of the 1949 Council, 
Memorial Union Building, University of Wisconsin, 
December 28 and 30, 1948 


Present: HARTSHORNE, McCUNE, HITCHCOCK, RISTOW, KOLLMORGEN, 
CRESSEY, WEAVER, COKFIELD, MAPES, MINOGUE, DEASY, 
MILLER, PROPHET, ATWOOD, and KENDALL (Editor of 
Annalg) and HARRIS (retiring Secretary). 


ANNUAL MEETING - SPRING, 1950 


Following personal invitations from Dr. CLYDE E. COOPER 
of Ohio University (Athens, Ohio) and Dr. SAMUEL VAN 
VALKENBURG of Clark University (Worcester, Mass.) to hold 
the 1949 annual meeting at their institutions, and after 
extended discussion of the Council, the following actions 
were taken: 


It was moved and approved that while the Council recognizes 
the difficulties and problems of a fifteen month interval 
between Annual meetings, in response to strong sentiment 
from the membership and within the Council, it sets the 

date of the next annual meeting for Spring 1950. During 

the interval between the 1948 meeting and the next meeting, 
the Council hopes that (a) strong divisional meetings will 
be scheduled, and (b) AAG members will attend and participate 
in the program and activities of Section E of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science in New York City 
during October 1949. It was moved and carried that a meeting 
of the AAG Council be held in New York City at or near the 
time of the AAAS meetings in October 1949. 


It was further moved and approved that the invitation of 
Dr. VAN VALKENBURG to meet at Clark University in Worcester, 
Mass. in Spring 1950 be accepted. 
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DUES 


The question of dues was considered. It was moved and 
sed unanimously that the annual dues for Members be 
7.50. 


‘Rights and dues of Associates: It was moved and 
approved that the annual dues for Associates be $3.00. 
In accordance with the provisions of the constitution, 
Members and Associates will receive all publications of 
the Association. 


PUBLICATIONS 


It was moved and approved that the Annals be continued 
and that a second publication, to be named The Professional 
Geographer, be authorized to include information heretofore 
included in the Newsletter, and additional material 
recommended by the Pyblications Committee. 


The motion was made and approved that the President 
appoint a Publications Committee to include the Editors 
of the publications of the Association, the Chairman 
not to be one of the Editors. 


The President announced the appointment of GEORGE CRESSEY, 
Chairman, JOHN WEAVER, HENRY KENDALL and SHANNON McCUNE to 
the Publications Committee. 


It was moved and approved that HENRY MADISON KENDALL be 
appointed Editor of the Annals. 


It was moved and approved that the Editor of the Annals 
be authorized to have printed 250 copies in excess of the 
numbers ordered. 


It was moved and approved that two Advisory Editors 
be named to carry on the functions formerly performed 
by the Publications Committee. Approval was granted for 
the appointment of HALLOCK RAUP for a one-year term, and 
LOUIS QUAM for a two-year term as Advisory Editors of 
the Annals. 


Upon recommendation of the Publications Committee, 
SHANNON McCUNE was appointed Eqitor of The Professional 
Geographer. 


The Council expressed general sentiment in favor of 
considering the sale of advertising space in The Professional 
Geographer. 


COUNCIL ORGANIZATION 


The secretary presented a proposal for an organization 
of the Council designed to divide the responsibilities 
among the several Councilors. A supporting recommendation 
for the proposed plan of organization was moved and approved. 


In accordance with the approved plan or organization of 


the Council, the following assignment of responsibilities 
was made: 


Membership Problems: SHANNON McCUNE & GEORGE J. MILLER 
Publications: GEORGE CRESSEY & JOHN WEAVER 
Projects and Research: WALLACE W. ATWOOD JR. 

Government Relations: JOHN K. ROSE 

Finance: GEORGE DEASY & CHARLES HITCHCOCK 
Foreign Relations: SHANNON McCUNE 

Professional Relations: WALTER KOLLMORGEN 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


There was general agreement that the President and the 
Secretary should be members of the Executive Committee and 
that two additional members be selected from both the 
Mid-Western and the Eastem groups of Councilors. 


The following were selected by written ballot: 


Middle West: JOHN WEAVER, WALTER KOLLMORGEN 
Eastern Seaboard: JOHN K. ROSE, SHANNON McCUNE 


The suggestion was made that some expense allowance be 
granted to enable Executive Committee members to attend 
meetings. 


It was emphasized that all members of the Council are 
welcome at Executive Committee meetings if they find it 
possible to attend. 


HONORS COMMITTEE 


In accordance with the provisions in the Transitional 
steps, the Council named the following Honors Committee 
for the year 1949: GUY-HAROLD SMITH, chairman, 

JAMES A. MINOGUE, GEORGE H. T. KIMBLE. 
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ACLS AND ATLAS COMMITTEE 


The Council heard several matters presented, upon his 
request, by S. W. BOGGS. 


Mr. BOGGS, noted that he was now Treasurer of the 
American Council of Learned Societies, and as such a 
member of the Council of the ACLS. He offered, therefore, 
to resign as AAG representative to ACLS in order to enable 
another AAG member to be named. The Council accepted 
Mr. BOGGS' resignation as AAG representative to the 
American Council of Learned Societies. 


Approval was voiced by the Council for the appointment 
of CHAUNCY HARRIS to succeed Mr. BOGGS as AAG representative 
to the ACLS. 


Mr. BOGGS reported on the activities of the Committee 
on the National Atlas. He showed samples of a prospectus 
that has been prepared on the proposed atlas, and 
indicated that a "dummy atlas" has also been prepared. 


At Mr. BOGGS' request, it was moved and approved to 
add the names of CHARLES C. COLBY, CHARLES LEPPARD, and 
ROBERT RANDALL to the membership of the Committee on 
the National Atlas. 


Mr. BOGGS was authorized by the Council to name an 
Executive Committee of the Committee on the National Atlas. 


PLACEMENT COMMITTEE 


With the confirmation of the Council, the President 
appointed Mr. JAMES BRAMMELL as Chairman of the Placement 
Committee. Mr. BRAMMELL was authorized to aid in the 
selection of other committee members. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
The President was asked to appoint a Membership Committee. 


A representative of each Divisional Chairman will serve as 
an ex officio member of the Membership Committee. 
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MANUAL ON MEETINGS 


It was moved and carried that Mr. ARCH GERLACH be 
requested to revise and supplement the 


Manual on Local 
Arrangements for Annual Meetings, in consultation with 
other former local arrangements chairmen. 


CENTRAL MAILING 


The retiring Secretary, CHAUNCY HARRIS, reported on 
the establishment of a central mailing office of the 
AAG at the American Geographical Society of New York. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


Approval was granted for the appointment of 
Mr. EDWARD ULLMAN as Chairman of the Program Committee 
for the Spring 1950 meeting. Mr, ULLMAN is authorized 
to aid in the selection of other committee members. 
It was suggested that the Local Arrangements Chairman 
be a regular member of the Program Committee. 


OTHER COMMITTEES 


It was moved and carried that the Committee on Centennial 
be continued with the present Chairman and members, 


plus the following additions: CLARENCE F. JONES, Deputy 
Chairman; ANDREW H. CLARK, GEORGE B. CRESSEY, RICHARD 
HARTSHORNE, ARTHUR H. ROBINSON, DERWENT WHITTLESEY, 
STEPHEN B. JONES, JOHN K. WRIGHT. It was moved and carried. 
that $285 from the Royalties Fynd be allocated to the 
Centennial Studies Committee. 


It was moved and carried to continue the Conmittee on 
Ajd to Foreign Geographers. It was decided to refer to 
the Committee on Aid to Foreign Geographers questions 
relative to the Foreign Correspondents. 


It was moved and approved to continue the Committee on 
Asian Studies. SHANNON McCUNE will carry on as Chairman 
of the Committee. 


It was moved and approved to continue the Committee of 
Awards For Research Grants, with the following membership: 
RICHARD J. RUSSELL, Chairman; SAMUEL DICKEN, RAYMOND MURPHY. 
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Approval was granted to continue the Committee on S 


Studies, under the Chairmanship of CHAUNCY HARRIS. Additional 


Committee members include JUHN MORRISON, JOSEPH WILLIAMS, 
GEORGE B. CRESSEY, ALLEN ROGERS, and JOHN BORCHERT. 


Approval was granted to continue the Committee on the 


Completion of the Koeppen-Geiger Handbuch der Klimatologie 
with C. F. BROOKS as Chairman. 


It was moved and carried that the Directory Committee 
under the chairmanship of MABEL EADS be continued until 
completion of the Directory now in process. 


It was moved and approved that the former AAG Finance 
Committee be continued under the name of Investment 
Committee, with the following membership: JOHN ORCHARD, 
Chairman; GUY-HAROLD SMITH, WALLACE ATWOOD, SR. 


NEW COMMITTEES 


Upon petition of a group of thirty members concerned 
with the development of interest in cartography, it was 
moved and carried to establish a Committee on Cartography 
to include the following functions: 


a. To stimulate interest in cartographic research and 
publication by members of the AAG, 


b. To assist in the development of a section on 
cartography at the Annual Meeting. 


c. To cooperate in the development of the profession 
of cartography with the Executive Committee of 
the Division of Cartography of the American 
Congress on Surveying and Mapping. 


EERWIN RAISZ was appointed Chairman of the Committee on 
Cartography, and authorized to name additional Committee 
members. 


A proposal was presented and approved for establishing 
a Committee on Near East Studies. DOUGLAS CRARY was named 
as Chairman, and authorized to select additional members 
of the Committee. 
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Upon petition of a group of members, a Committee on 
Departments of Geography in College and Universities, was 
authorized, with the following membership: LEONARD WILSON, 
Chairman; STEPHEN JONES, SHANNON McCUNE, 


NRC - AAAS REPRESENTATIVES 


The question of representation on the National Research 
Council was raised. Upon suggestion of STEPHEN JONES 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Geology and Geography 
of NRC, it was agreed that EDWIN FOSCUE and EDWARD ESPENSHADE 
will continue as the AAG representatives and that the ASPG 
representative, HAROLD MAYER, will continue to serve on the 
Committee as a delegate-at-large. 


The following were named as AAG delegates to Section E 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science: 
JOHN K. ROSE, HERMANN OTTE 


INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC UNION 


The action of the 1948 AAG Council in continuing 
GEORGE B, CRESSEY as an official AAG representative to 
the IGU was confirmed. Mr, CRESSEY was authorized to _ 
additional AAG delegates to the forthcoming (April 1949 
meeting of the IGU at Lisbon, Portugal. 


OTHER REPRESENTATIVES 


It was agreed to confirm DONALD BRAND as the AAC 


delegate on the Inter-American Society of Anthropology 
Geography and as the AAG delegate to the International 


and 
Congress of Americanists. 


The appointment of WALLACE W. ATWOOD, SR., as the 


official AAG delegate to the Pacific Science Congress 
(New Zealand, 1949) was confirmed. 


The President was authorized to appoint an official 
AAG delegate to the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science. 


HERMANN OTTE was confirmed as the AAG representative 
to the Institute of Intemational Education. 
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BRITISH GEOGRAPHERS 


CHAUNCY HARRIS, retiring Secretary, presented a 
proposal for the exchange of publications by the memberships 
of the AAG and the Institute of British Geographers. 

Mr. HARRIS was requested to make further investigation 
on this matter, and, through the Secretary of AAG, 
communicate, relative to the proposal, with the Secretary 
of the Institute of British Geographers. 


NEXT MEETING 


It was moved and carried that a meeting of the AAG 
Council be held in New York City at or near the time 
of the AAAS meetings in October, 1949. 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE AAG 


Members and associates of the ASPG and members 
of the AAG have automatically become members or 
» associates of the AAG. Dues reminders are being mailed 
A from the office of the Treasurer, CHARLES B.HITCHCOCK 
(American Geographical Society, Broadway at 156th Street, 
New York 32, N.Y.) 


: The AAG membership is preparing a new membership 

A application blank. Members may wish to anticipate the 
CG activities of the membership committee by sending names 
y and addresses of potential members to the Secretary 

A (WALTER W.RISTOW). The Newsletter was sent to many 

A geographers not members of either organization but this 
CG has been discontinued. However, copies of the issue of 
» the Professional Geographer will be sent to prospective 
A members whose names are reported in anticipation of 

their affiliation. 


Make sure your dues are paid promptly; ask your colleagues 
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REPORT OF AAG COMMITTEE ON GRADUATE 
APPOINTMENTS 


The Committee on the Appointment of Assistants and Fellows 
appointed by the Council of the AAG in September 1948, 
recommends that all departments of geography making graduate 
appointments conform to the action of the Association of 
American Universities at their 48th Annual Conference, 1947, 
(pages 158-9) cited below. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION AND ELECTION 
OF FELLOWS, SCHOLARS AND ASSISTANTS 


Dean Pegram for the Committee submitted for adoption 
the following preamble and resolutions: 


WHEREAS: Following a resolution adopted by *iis 
Association in 1906, Paper # 14, the member institutions 


have successfully cooperated in adherence to the practice 
of sending out notices of appointment to graduate 
fellowships and scholarships for each academic year 

on, or not before, the preceding April 1, and of 
notifying each appointee that he has until April 15 

to accept the appointment; and 


WHEREAS: Agsistantships and Teaching Fellowships 
are sought by graduate students as providing necessary 
financial aid to their continuing graduate work and 
are in that respect similar to Fellowships or 
Scholarships, even though the appointments to 
Assistantships and Teaching Fellowships are customarily 


decided by departments rather than by graduate school 
committees, 


RESOLVED : 

1. That this Association recommends that the 
members continue to adhere to the long-time practice of 
sending out notices of appointments to graduate 
Fellowships and Scholarships for the next academic 
year on, or not before, April 1, with a statement 
to each appointee that acceptance is left open until 
April 15. 
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2. That this Association considers it not desirable 
that an early offer of an Assistantship or Teaching 
Fellowship to a graduate student or prospective graduate 
student should result in barring the student from 
competition for Fellowships, Scholarships, Assistantships, 
or Teaching Fellowships that are not offered until 
April 1, and. 


3. That as in similar previous recommendations 
this Association recommends to its members that in 
every case in which an Assistantship or Teaching 
Fellowship for the next academic year is offered 
to an actual or a prospective graduate student, 
the student be informed that if he indicates his 
acceptance before April 15, he will still have 
complete freedom, through April 15, to reconsider 
his acceptance and to accept another Fellowship, 
Scholarship, Assistantship or Teaching Fellowship. 


George B, Cressey, Chairman 
G, Donald Hudson 
Guy-Harold Smith 

Samuel Van Valkenburg 
Clifford A.Zierer 
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bie The President Speaks 


PS, The informal remarks of RICHARD HARTSHORNE, President 
of the AAG, 1949, at the Annual Banquet, AAG - ASPG, Madison, 
Wisconsin, December 29, 1948, were much appreciated by all 
in attendance. It is thought that all American geographers 
would be interested in these remarks, though they were 
prepared for oral rather than written presentation. 


It is not customary for the new president to speak. 
Normally he slips into office after the annual meeting 
disbands and does not appear to the members until the 
very end of his term, crying Hail and Farewell in 
sixty or more minutes -- or in the present case 
(turning to the retiring president, RICHARD J. RUSSELL) 
in much less time, but never in my experience in more 
masterly fashion. But this is no normal year. The 
inauguration of an organization that is simulteneously 
forty-four years old, six years old, and yet is just 
being bom, merits a moment's pause for reflection. 


We have a great. opportunity before us and I, 
particularly, and I'm sure the other officers and 
members of the Council, feel a great responsibility. 
At the Council meeting tomorrow, and during the 
coming year, we must in your name and that of the 
larger absent membership make decisions on the ways 
and means of operating this new association that 
may well have major consequences for years to come. 
It therefore seems desirable, even at this late hour, 
to let you know what I feel to be our major 
responsibilities, to outline briefly to you the 
principles under which I think we should proceed. 


Responsibility for the future includes the 
responsibility of safe-guarding all that is of value 
in the heritage from the past. A proper respect for 
what has been achieved should cause us to go slow in 
casting out methods by which these achievements have 
been secured. 


One major part of our heritage is that of an 
association that has been growing for nearly half 
a century -- the association founded in 1904 by 
thirty-seven men and one woman to cultivate the 
scientific study of geography in all its branches. 
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To quote further from its constitution: "to promote 
acquaintance, intercourse and discussion among its 
members, to encourage and aid geographical exploration 
and research, to assist the publication of geographical 
essays, to develop better conditions for the study of 
geography in schools, colleges, am universities, and 
in general to develop an intelligent interest in 
geography among the people of North America." 


In view of the almost complete absence of any profession 
of geography in this country at that time, we must admire 
the ambitious scope ofthe program this optimistic group 
adopted for their charter. It would be appropriate, to 
attempt to evaluate the degree to which their program 
has besn carried out. Time does not permit; let me merely 
remind you of certain successes — without assuming that 
these can be ascribed solely to that organization. 


For forty-four years the association has provided an 
annual meeting place where all who were concerned with 
advancing geographic knowledge could meet to exchange 
ideas, put hypotheses to the test of a critical audience, 
and demonstrate new techniques and findings. Throughout 
the year the association has provided a means of 
publication of scholarly work, whether shorter articles 
or longer monographs; its Apnals have attained a high 
position among scientific journals in this country and 
abroad, with a record of thirty-nine years — a permanent 
and continuing contribution to knowledge in geography and 
the history of geographic thought. 


The association has been able to secure certain funds 
making possible substantial awards, if only to a few 
individual scholars, to encourage geographical exploration 
and research -— and has wisely, I think, followed the 
policy that mly mbstantial awards provide significant 
assistance. 


The presence here tonight of this goodly number of 
persons -- representing the much larger total number of 
those who are actively working in the field of geography — 
is itself a clear evidence of the growth of "an 
intelligent interest in geography among the people of 
North America." A large number of these persons are 
busily at work pursuing another of the original purposes, 
namely to "improve conditions for the study of geography 
in schools, colleges, and universities." 
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What means did the founders of this association and 
their successors use to promote their program to this 
degree of success? They were, I said, an optimistic 
group — in fact they were a relatively young group. 
Over half the number were between 35 and 47 years old. 
At the same time they were a distinguished group -- 
distinguished not because of their activities or 
positions in this association, but because of their 
scholarly accomplishments. At the time of the founding, 
the names of thirty of the thirty-eight were listed in 
the contemperaneous volume of Who's Who, and all but — 
two were included in subsequent volumes of that index. 
From the start they made the scholarly development of 
geography the keystone of their program; only the 
demonstration of capacity for scholarly growth and 
contributions to knowledge could raise geography to 
an honorable standing as a profession. 


They therefore concentrated, in their annual meetings — 
the most precious as they are the most expensive hours of 
our working year — on the problems of geographic 
scholarship -- assigning the necessary business work 
of the association to a relatively small number of 
councilors and officers; not in order to keep cmtrol 
in the hands of a few persons but in order to divert 
the minimum time and energy away from main objectives. 


If this policy was sund -= and the success of their 
undertaking is the strongest evidence for that -—- it is 
nonetheless true that the association gave little direct 
effort to certain of their stated objectives. Further, 
the success attained has broadened our vision of the ways 
in which geography can be of use in our national life 
especially in government service. Likewise, with the 
growth in numbers of those actively at work in furthering 
geography, the association has not been able to achieve 
a fundamental purpose of any such professional organization 
namely to bring together in membership all those working in 
the field. Tribute should be paid here to certain of our 
most senior colleagues, who sensed this inadequacy and, 
as long ago as 1942, attempted to correct it. We have 
found that the time required to bring the worker into 
membership resulted in holding outside the association 
many persons who were in fact actively contributing to 
the accomplishment of its purposes. 


Whether or not it was such deficiencies in the older 
association that led some six years ago to the founding 
of the American Society of Professional Geographers, it 
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is that society that brings us tonight the second portion 
of our heritage. If that is short in terms of time,it is 
full in energy, hard work and achievement. By inviting 
into its membership all who are professionally active in 
furthering geography it has created a wider fellowship; 
by concentrating on the problems of improving professional 
opportunity for geography and geographers, it rounds out 
the objectives that we all may have in common. 


That these interests are common is attested by the 
degree to which those who are members of both organizations 
have come to form a significant part of the membership of 
each. The success of the new Society convinced the over- 
whelming majority in both organizations that what is 
needed is not two organizations but a single organization 
that clearly includes in its objectives all the objectives 
of the two separate organizations. 


That new association we now have -—- we now are. In 
urging that our new association should zealously retain, 
all that is best in the heritage of both the former 
organizations, I suggest also that we may well use 
the time of change to delete whatever is unproductive 
in the heritage of each. 


If there has developed a tendency in the older association 
to regard its purpose as that of giving honor to its members, 
rather than of enabling them to work more effectively -- I do 
not say that has been true, but if it has — let us leave 
that behind us. If the older association has been indifferent 
to the professional problems of younger men, or of those whose 
work in the vineyard of knowledge is more in disseminating or 
in making knowledge useful than in extending knowledge -- let 
us leave that viewpoint behind us. 


Likewise if there is any truth in the report -- I do not 
say there is for I do not know == that in the younger society, 
there developed a tendency toward factions, or a more general 
tendency to regard political activity within a professional 
organization as a good in itself — I would urge that we also 
leave that behind us. 


This is not to decry political activity, which indeed we 
must recognize as the expression of a fundamental urge in 
homo sapiens as a social animal. Such activity is necessary 
and appropriate in a social community in which there are 
genuine conflicts of interests, fundamental differences 
of viewpoints. Each of us is placed in various communities 
of that kind so that there is no lack of opportunity for 
every one to find outlet for his normal desire to exercise 
his bit of personal power in social life. 
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This association, however, is constituted of men and 
women who have common interests, common objectives. Our 
differences of opinion should be merely differences 
concerning the means best fitted to the attainment of 
common ends. Let us beware of exaggerating the importance 
of those differences so that they build up conflicts 
which may become personified by individuals or groups, 
lest we destroy the cordial fellowship that for decades 
has been a major asset of the associations. 


There is no basis for party cleavages among us and we 
will be wise if we avoid all practices that might cause 
the development of such cleavages. We do not ask in 
choosing officers, on what platform an individual stands, 
what policies he will follow if chosen, what group he 
will represent or what interests he will promote. 
Conseauently we have no candidates for office; though 
we have nominations and elections for these offices, 
we do not consider such processes as political activities 
nor should we exaggerate their importance. They are merely 
the more or less suitable means for securing individuals 
of such stature and sense of responsibility as to be 
entrusted -- for a very brief period -=- with the operations 
of our organization. For any thus chosen, we know there are 
many others who are equally or more suitable whom we will 
no doubt choose another time. In considering any such 
problem of ways and means of establishing or filling in 
the framework of our business, we will be wise if we 
determine these not according to principles applicable 
to quite different types of social communities, but rather 
in reference to the fundamental purpose for which we are 
organized. Let us ask ourselves in each case, what means 
will be most effective for advancing the objectives 
stated in our new constitution -- namely "to further 
professional investigations in geography and to encourage 
the application of geographic findings in education, 
government, and business." 


If these read as two objectives note that they are 
interdependent: The application of geographic findings 
in education, government and business will stimulate a 
demand for new geographic investigations; conversely we 
can hope for progress in the application of geographic 
findings only if we are constantly and successfully 
advancing geographic research. 
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Finally, I wish to stress one other section of this new 
constitution -= the section on members -— which to my mind 
solves that thorny problem of classes of membership for 
which none of us had found an acceptable solution, solves 
the problem by eliminating it. 


I rejoice that in this new Association of American 
Geographers we are all fellow-members on the same basis.. 
I do not say of equal standing, for that would be absurd. 
There are those sitting before me whose accomplishments 
in advancing geography are recognized by all of us as 
eminent; these men require no labels. Likewise there 
are those among us who have not yet attained the maturity 
of thought, or have not yet had sufficient time to achieve 
equal distinction, but may do so, or more,hereafter. 

When you have done so, you likewise will need no labels 
in order to be recognized. 


To be sure, one trusts that this association, like any 
other society of learned men, will look for leadership to 
those who have demonstrated the capacity for mature 
leadership. Byt our constitution, I am glad to read, 
presumes that we are capable of judging these qualifications 
without the need of "ticketing merit." 


In particular our constitution makes no distinction -- 
and I as your president will recognize no distinction — 
between those who yesterday were members of the AAG and 
those who were not; it follows, I trust, that no one will 
make a distinction between those who yesterday were members 
of the ASPG and those who were not. From this time on, we 
all stand upon a common footing in one organization. 

I give you, fellow-members, the long life and success 
of the new Association of American Geographers! 


ives 


News from Geographic Centers 


UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 


The following statement by President WILLIAM S.CARLSON 
of the University of Delaware (Newark, Delaware) will be of 
interest to the geographic profession. 


One of the greatest tasks of American educators today 
when the United States has stepped from isolationism into 
a position of world leadership, is to attempt to broaden the 
attitudes of their students and encourage them to develop a 
general world point of view. The University of Delaware 
believes that geography -—— especially if treated as a 
philosophy and a synthesis — can be of invaluable help 
toward fulfilling that task. 


Accordingly, the University takes pleasure in announcing 
the strengthening of its Department of Geography, with aims 
that may prove to be largely pioneering within the broader 
realm of general education. This step was formalized on 
January 24, with the appointment of Professor EARL PARKER 
HANSON as chairman. 


It is expected that the department will remain small, 
with an initial staff of three, and that its major efforts 
will be devoted to research and to experimentation in the 
educational field. Instruction will be confined largely to 
the under-graduate level. Students of education will be 
taught those accepted and more or less formalized versions 
of geography that they will later themselves be expected to 
teach. For other stuients, however, efforts will be made to 
develop a broad, humanistic approach to geography, toward 
the end of widening the horizons of engineers, businessmen, 
agriculturalists, and the like, by relating their work and 
professional attitudes directly back to the complex life 
of man. 


The department's research is to be integrated with the 
work of the University's Institute of Inter-Am@ican Studies 
and Research. Under that arrangement, other departments, 
such as those of engineering, economics, and agriculture, 
will contribute to the solution of research problems in 
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geography, and vice versa. While there is no plan to teach 
geography formally on the graduate level,it is planned to 

use graduate stuljents of other subjects on geographic research 
projects. By such means, these stuwients are to become 
acquainted with established geographical techniques, and 

have opportunity to develop new techniques for the handling 
of especial, defined problems. 


The department's research, in which full use is to be 
made of all facilities within convenient range of the 
University (as for instance, in New York and Washington), 
is to be cofined to immediate problems of direct importance 
outside of, as well as within, the field of geography. 
For instance, a contract has recently been signed with 
the Office of Naval Research for a report on problems 
of adaptation to the humid tropics. Plans have been made 
for work on several frontier areas and their potential 
relations -- political, social, economic, as well as 
geographical in the technical sense — to population 
pressures in other parts of the world. 


Within the University's resources, full encouragement 
will be given to the constant publication of all the 
results of both geographical research and the development 
of educational techniques. 


JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 


In recognition of the great contribution made to geography 
by Dr. ISAIAH BOWMAN, who retired from the presidency of The 
Johns Hopkins University on December 31, 1948, the trustees, 
acting on the suggestion of the principal donors of the 
geography endowment, have created THE ISAIAH BOWMAN SCHOOL 
OF GEOGRAPHY. The geographers at Hopkins are sure that their 
fellow geographers are as pleased as are they at this tribute 
to Dr.BOWMAN. 


LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
The personnel at the Department of Geography of Louisiana 
State University, is carrying on varied activities in the 


months to come: 


FRED B.KNIFFEN will teach this summer at the University 
of California (Berkeley). i 


ROBERT G.WEST will spend the summer in Colombia investigat: 
colonial mining. 


ANDREW C.ALBRECHT is deeply involved in tracing the origin 
and evolution of the concept "race" among ancient peoples. 
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BENJAMIN A.TATOR will direct the Geology School Field Camp 
near Colorado Springs this summer. 


RICHARD J.RUSSELL has written his second booklet for the 
Louisiana Bureau of Educational Materials. The first, 
"The Mississippi River" is in use in the fifth and sixth 
grades. The new booklet, which may be ready next September, 
explains the geology of Louisiana at the level of the 
seventh grade. 


GEORGE A.STOKES will caduct summer session courses on 
the Baton Rouge campus. This is the first year that the 
department has ever offered summer work above the freshman 
level. 


An advanced course on Latin America will be taught on 
the campus and several graduate students will be engaged 
in field work in cultural geography. 


RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 


Formal announcement has been made of the establishment 
of a separate Department of Geography at Rutgers University 
as of July 1, 1949. The department will initially consist of 
three full-time members plus one or two teaching assistants. 
The chairman of the department is ANDREW H.CLARK. The full 
roster is not yet available. W.L.THOMAS, JR., who has been 
teaching geography at Rutgers for the past two years, will 
be leaving next fall to spend two years at Johns Hopkins to 
complete his Ph.D. and it is hoped that he will then return 
to Rutgers to handle the work in Cartography ami Field Geography. 


Emeritus President ISAIAH BOWMAN of Johns Hopkins will 
attend the inaugural ceremonies for the new department on 
April 6, and will deliver the major address. It is hoped 
to have a representative group of geographers present and 
members of the AAG, NCGT, and AGS, will be most welcome to 
join in the occasion. 


UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 


The Department of Geology and Geography of the University 
of Tennessee is sponsoring a symposium on the mineral resources 
of the Southeast; sessions will be held on the campus at 
Knoxville on March 3, 4, and 5. Papers on the major metallic 
and non-metallic mineral products of the Southeast will be 
presented by invited speakers. 
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YALE UNIVERSITY 


The establishment of a Department of Geography at Yale 
University was announced on February 19 by President 
CHARLES SEYMOUR. 


The department, the first of its type in Yale's history, 
is headed by STEPHEN B.JONES, Professor of Geography and 
Research Agsociate for the Institute of Intemational 
Studies. Studies in geography previously were taught in 
the Political Science department of the University. 
Instruction on both the graduate and undergraduate level 
is offered by the new department, but at present no graduate 
degrees in geography are given. The courses are mainly 
directed toward meeting the needs of students in the 
Political Science, International Relations, and Foreign 
Area Studies programs at the University. 


Besides Professor JONES, who will teach courses in 
Political Geography and the Geography of North America, 
the new department includes the following: Associate 
Professor KARL J.PELZER, teaching Geography of the Tropics, 
Geography of Southeast Asia, and Resources and Industries; 
Instructor HEROLD J.WEINS, teaching Geography of the Far 
East, Historical and Political Geography of China, and 
Field Methods; and Assistant Professor ALEXANDER O.VIETOR, 
teaching Historical and Modem Maps. 


The Map Division of the Yale Library, of which 
ALEXANDER O.VIETOR is Curator, has announced a prize 
of $100, to be awarded annually to the Yale undergraduate 
who makes the best use of maps in a term paper, senior 
essay, or other major written work. 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


There have been a number of very attractive announcements 
sent out by the various graduate departments of geography 
concerning the opportunities they provide for graduate work 
and for graduate fellowships and assistantships. Several 
departments are giving special summer field courses. These 
announcements are not included here: interested persons 
may obtain them by writing directly to the graduate departmen 


1 


le 


ite 


OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH 


The Office of Naval Research has recently established a 
Geography Section in the Physical Sciences Division. The 
new section will act under the charter of the Office to 
stimulate, encourage, support and coordinate geographic 
research to meet the needs of the Department of the Navy. 
The interests of the Geography Section are broad. Almost 
every field of geographic research is of interest, since 
it is recognized that all these efforts contribute to our 
knowledge of the complex earth on which we live. Initial. 
emphasis will be placed on geographic research in the 
field of environmental elements directed toward an 
understanding of the nature of these dements as they exist 
and differ throughout the regions of the world. It is felt 
that thiswork can best be accomplished through the cooperation 
of university departments of geography. The Geography Section 
desires to encourage the continuation of such studies by 
university groups. 


Plans are being made for extensive surveys of current 
research activities among geographers to ascertain the 
scope of present geographic research. This will assist 
in determining gaps in the program as a whole where 
additional work can be undertaken. Results of such a 
survey should be of assistance to graduate students 
planning to pursue original research projects. 


The Geography Section hopes to provide assistance to 
those engaged in geographical research, and by so doing, 
accomplish its purpose of supplying geographical and 
environmental date to the Navy. 


Commander J.W.BROCK, USN, is the head of the Geography 
Section. He is assisted by Miss EVELYN L.PRUITT. 


SOUTHWESTERN SOCIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION - 


The meeting of the Geography Section of the Southwestern 
Social Science Association will be held April 15 and 16, 1949 
in Fort Worth. The membership of this organization is largely 
from the states of Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Arkensas and 
New Mexico. However, papers are being read by geographers 
from Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, and West Virginia also. 

A total of twenty-six papers is being presented. The number 
of people attending the Geography Section has increased 
greatly in the last few years. Last year attendance was 
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approximately sixty. Indications this year are that it will 
reach the hundred mark. Officers for the meeting will be 


Chairman — Dr. JOHN W.MORRIS, Associate Professor of 
Geography, University of Oklahoma 
Secretary - Miss VIRGINIA BRADLEY, Assistant Professor 
of Geography, Southern Methodist University 
Geography Editor for the SWSS Quarterly - Dr. WILL CHAMBE 
Professor of Geography, Stephen F.Austin State College. 


JOHN W.MORRIS reports that interest in geography in the 
southwest is increasing. DONALD BRAND started the new 
department of geography at the University of Texas on 
February 2, 1949. Oklahoma City University has added a 
geographer to its Social Science staff: JOHN T.HEFLEY. 

The Arkansas Council of Geography Teachers was organized 
last December under the direction of A.E.BURDICK, 
Professor of Geography, State Teachers College, Conway. 
SARAH LOIS GRIME, Professor of Geography, Texas A. and I, 
College, Knoxville, is retiring at the close of the current 
semester. She is completing her fiftieth year as a teacher. 


AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 


Meetings of American Council of Learned Societies were 
held at Atlantic City, January 26-28, 1949. The meeting was 
divided into two parts. On January 26 the Conference of 
Secretaries convened. Secretaries of some twenty constituent 
societies of the ACLS were present. As secretary of the 
Association of American Geographers, WALTER W.RISTOW 
represented our group. 


A significant part of the discussion of the Secretary's 
Conference was devoted to publication problems. Mir. HENRY 
M.SILVER, newly-appointed Adviser in Publications for the 
ACLS summarized recent trends in printing and publishing. 
He clarified some questions relative to typewriter composition 


From the discussion, following Mr.SILVER'S report, it was 
apparent that publication costs constitute a real and 
continuing problem to most of the learned societies. The 
Conference took action recommending that the ACLS explore 
the possibility of pooling am centralizing the publication 
processes of the several constituent societies. 
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Another topic of general interest was the question of 
international cooperation of learned societies. There seemed 
to be a very definite trend, in the thinking of the various 
secretaries, toward setting up international conferences of 
learned groups, and in cooperating wholeheartedly with 
UNESCO and other international groups. 


The Council of ACLS, of which S.W.BOGGS and CHAUNCY D.HARRIS 
are members, held meetings the afternoon and evening of 
January 27, and the morning of January 28. Secretaries 
were invited to meet with the Council as observers. 

Reports were presented by the officers and various committees, 
as well as by Dr.KRUSE, former Acting Executive Director, and 
Dr.CHARLES ODEGAARD the present Executive Director. 
Mr.ODEGARRD also reported in detail on the operation of 

the Fullbright Act program, and om man=-power problems in 

the humanities. 


ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC COAST GEOGRAPHERS 


The annual program meeting of the Association of Pacific 
Coast Geographers will be held at the University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., on June 16-17, 1949. Members of 
the AAG who may be on the West Coast at the time are cordially 
invited to attend and participate actively in the program. 
Those wishing to present a paper may send their titles to 
Professor V. CALVON McKIM, the Secretary, Department of 
Geography, Fresno State College, Fresno, California. 
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Activities of American Geographers 


WILLIAM APPLEBAUM (Stop and Shop, Inc., 393 D Street, 
Boston 10, Mass.) is chairman of a committee of the National 
Research Council Division of Geology and Geography preparing 
a@ pamphlet on "Careers in Geography". JOHN K. ROSE and 
ANDREW CLARK are also members of the committee. The committee 
welcomes suggestions and material which has heen prepared 
along these lines by other geographers. 


C.P.BARNES, H.H.BENNETT, CHARLES E.KELLOGG and JAMES THORP, 
each have contributed chapters to the 1948 Yearbook of the 
Department of Agriculture. 


GEORGE F.CARTER, who served as chairman of the Joint 
AAG=ASPG Program Committee for the annual meetings at 
Madison, wishes to thank all the members for their co- 
operation in meeting the new requirements established 
by the Committee and for their help in making the meetings 
@ success. Now that the program innovations are out of the 
way, he has submitted for publication an article entitled 
"Evidence for Pleistocene Man at La Jolla, California," 
and is currently engaged in completing the first of a 
series of papers on maize among the Eastem Indians. 


ANDREW H. CLARK, Chairman of the new department of 
geography at Rutgers University, spent most of last’ summer 
in Maritime Canada where he has almost completed field and 
archival work for a second volume of his projected series 
dealing with the historical (agricultural) geography of 
the temperate lands of the British Empire overseas. The 
first volume, to be entitled the Invasion of New Zealand 
by Exotic Plants and Animals will probably be published 
in the very near future. 


AUSTIN H.CLARK, (AAG member since 1913) was in charge of 
the publicity work of the Centennial meeting of the AAAS in 
Washington, September 13-18, 1948. 


RAYMOND E.CRIST spent the summer of 1948 in Hispaniola, 
under a Grant-in-Aid from the Social Science Research 
Council, studying land tenure and land use in the east-west 
valley between Port-au-Prince, Haiti and Barajona, Dominican 
Republic. From February to September, 1949, he will be in 
Popayan, Colombia, as cultural geographer, under the auspices 
of the Institute of Social Anthropology of the Smithsonian 
Institute. He will be on leave from the University of 
Maryland at College Park. 
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REUEL B.FROST and GEORGE D.HUBBARD have been invited to 
serve as delegates from the AAG at the Second National 
Conference of the United States Commission for UNESCO to 
be held in Cleveland on March 31, April 1 and 2. 


HAROLD A. HOFFMEISTER of the University of Colorado 
plans to do field work in the Caribbean area this summer 
as part of his research supplementary to a sugar beet 
study of the Great Plains. 


STEPHEN B. JONES and Mrs. RAYMOND MURPHY are completing 
the manuscript of a high-school political geography. It is 
to be published by Rand McNally. 


TIM K. KELLY of the University of Colorado spoke at the 
recent St. Louis Conference of the American Association of 
School Administrators on the subject "How We Can Educate 
for the Conservation of Natural Resources." 


EARL E. LACKEY, who retired September 1, 1948, from the 
Department of Geography at the University of Nebraska, has 
joined the staff of the Department of Geology-Geography of 
the University of Tennessee as visiting professor for the 
Winter Quarter of 1949. 


HOYT LEMONS represented the Research and Development 
Branch of the Office of The Quartermaster General at the 
International Geological Congress in London last summer. 
At the same time, as Director of Geographic Research in 
the Quartermaster, he conducted official business with 
the Ministry of Supply in London, visiting a number of 
government workshops and laboratories as well as the 
Royal Geographical Society, Cambridge University and the 
Scott Polar Institute at Cambridge University. He spent 
considerable time travelling in Fngland, Scotland, and 
in France. Short periods were spent in Iceland and Labrador. 


RAYMOND MURPHY, Clark University, will be taking the 
place of HAROLD A. HOFFMEISTER at the University of 
Colorado for the ten-week summer session. 


KARL J.PELZER of Yale University has contributed a chapter 
on the tropics to a symposium which is being edited by 
GRIFFITH TAYLOR. 


ERNEST F.PENROSE is completing his book on the economic 
errors of the peace, which will appear in 1949. He has been 
acting recently as consultant for the National Security 
Resources Board and for the Far Eastern Section of the 
Division of Research and Intelligence of the State Department. 
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DILLON RIPLEY, an ornothologist. whom many geographers wil] 
remember fram contacts in Washington, is heading a National 
Geographic Society Expedition into some of the isolated 
valleys in Nepal. They are travelling by buffalo cart and 
elephant in the Karnali and Kosi Valleys collecting mammal 
and bird specimens. 


JOSEPH A.RUSSELL formerly of Syracuse University has been 
made professor of Geography and head of the Department of 
Geography at the University of Illinois. Professor RUSSELL 
was a teaching fellow at the University of Michigan, and 
subsequently taught at Syracuse and Harvard. During the 
war he was chief of the Geographic Research Section 
Topographic Branch, Military Intelligence. 


CARL O.SAUER of the University of California and 
GILBERT F.WHITE, President of Haverford College, will 
be representatives on Committees on American Participation 
in the United Nations Scientific Conference on Conservation 
and Utilization of Resources, to be held in May, 1949. 


HEROLD WEINS of Yale University has the thesis which 
he prepared at the University of Michigan on Northwest 
China reproduced in its entirety for use in the 
Department of State. 


NEWS FROM HAWAII 


OTIS W.FREEMAN, who is spending the academic year as 
Visiting Professor of Geography at the University of Hawaii, 
will retum to Eastern Washington College of Education in 
June, 1949, to resume his duties there as head of the 
Department of Physical Science and Professor of Geography 
and Geology. 


ROBERT B.HALL of the University of Michigan will serve 
as Visiting Professor of Geography at the summer session 
of 1949 at the University of Hawaii. 


CURTIS A.MANCHESTER, Chairman of the Department of 
Geography at the University of Hawaii, will teach geography 
at a summer school for teachers in the Trust Territories on 
Guam from June to August, 1949. 
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Geographers Throughout the World 


NEWS FROM BELGIUM 


L. G. POLSPOEL (Avenue Ruelens 67 Leuvain), a corresponding 
member of the ASPG prepared in March, 1948, an interesting 
account of geographic work in Belgium from which the 
following items are taken: 


1. The National Atlas of Belgium 


While awaiting further information, I can state in the 
meantime that the folio format has been adopted, and the 
interior space of the sheets ("planches"), without taking 
into consideration the margin, shall measure 47.5 by 58.5 cm. 
Thus the drawing of a complete map of Belgium at the scale 
of 1:500.000 will be possible. 


The general scheme foresees 49 sheets, to be distributed 
as follows: 


Cartography & geophysics 3 Human geography 7 
Morphology & geology 7 Agriculture, water & forests 6 
Climatology 5 Industry 5 
Hydrography 1 Commerce 7 
Coast & North Sea 2 Regional geography 2 
Biogeography 2 Political geography 2 


In most cases, each sheet will contain a general map of 
Belgium at the scale of 1:500.000, with possibly an inset. 
In many cases however the sheets shall be taken up entirely 
by a series of smaller maps, representing the various aspects 
of the same phenomenon. 


2. Changes in University personne], since 1940 


The most important changes occurred at the Universities 
of Ghent and Louvain. 


At the University of Ghent, Professor J, MAES, who was in 
charge of the classes on physical and regional geography, but 
was better known for his ethnographical contributions, retired 
during the war, and died since then in most unfortunate 
circumstances. His succession was divided up between 
Professor R, TAVERNIER, a former assistant of the geological 
department, and very interested in the study of the Quaternary, 
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who was entrusted with the chair of physical geogravhy: and 
the other hand Professor G. G, DEPT, who temporarily added 
classes on regional geography to his ordinary duties: the 
teaching of human geography. Unfortunately Professor DEPT 
met his death in 1946. Thus Professor M.E,DUMONT, his former 
assistant, was appointed for the classes on human geography, 
while the chair on regional geography was definitively 
attributed to Professor F, QUICKE, already in charge of 

the classes on economic geography. 


At the University of Louvain, Professor P.L.MICHOTTE, who 
taught human, economic and regional geography, and had been 
elected secretary general of the International Geographic 
Union at the Congress of Amsterdam (1938), died in 1940. 

He was succeeded by his former assistant, Miss M.A,LEFEVRE, 
Professor MICHOTTE had directed his research more especially 
in the field of economic geography. Miss LEFEVRE specialise 
rather in regional geography. 


3. Geography in Secondary Schools 


In the so-called secondary schools of the higher degree 
(i.e. Athenaeum College) leading to the University, geography 
is taught during six years, at the rate of one hour a week, 
and must be taken by every student. Up till now, all the 
readings are practically regional in character. Recently 
however a special committee appointed by the Ministry of 
Education for the purpose of revising the whole curriculum, 
has recommended to enlarge the time provided to two hours 
a week, at least in two forms, so as to give the opportunity 
of lecturing in a systematic way on the principal problems 
of the physical and the human geography. 


THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND 


(Bulletin of the Geographical Society of 
Ireland Vol. 1, No. 5, 1948. 


Handspinning and Weaving in Ireland, by LILLIAS MITCHELL 
Tullamore and its Environs, 
Co. Offaly, by T.W, FREEMAN 
Irish Topographical Terms, by E.G.QUIN & 7.W Fi 
Editorial Comment: The first five years; the British 
Association at Dyndee, 1947; 
the Land Utilization Survey in 
Northern Ireland; Irish Coasts. 
Reviews and Annual Report. 


Published in Dyblin, 1948: price 3s. Od. 
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NOTE: This issue of IRISH GEOGRAPHY completes Vol. 1, 
1944/48. It includes reviews and notes, the Annual Report, 
with a title page and index for the volume. There are three 
main articles:- a study of handspinning and weaving by 
Miss MITCHELL, who includes some data provided by the 
Irish Homespun Society with her personal observations; 

a study of eleven Irish topographical terms by 
Mr.E.G.QUIN, M.A., and the Eqitor; and an account of the 
town and neighborhood of Tullamore, Co. Offaly, which was 
investigated by members of the Society in Aygust, 1947. 


Copies are available of the following previous numbers, 
No. 2, 1945, 28. Ods No. 3, 1946, 28. 6d; No. 4, 1947, t 
38. Od. Trade discount 33 1/3%. Enquiries should be 
addressed to J.A.K.GRAHAME, Hon. Secretary, Geographical 
Society of Ireland, c/o Department of Geography, Trinity 
College, Dublin. 


GEOGRAPHIC PUBLICATION IN GERMANY 


The following notes on geographic publications in Germany 
are based on information received by CHAUNCY D. HARRIS largely 
from EMIL MEYNEN, Director of the Zentralinstitut fur 
wissenschaftliche Landeskunde von Deutschland, Amt fur 
Landeskunde. 


Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen under the editorship 

of H, HAACK received permission m July 1, 1948, from the 

Soviet military authorities in Germany to resume publication. 

The issue for the first quarter of 1948 appeared in Aygust 1948. 
In the introduction the editor, in line with the long 

scientific tradition of the publication, expressed the 
determination to serve free investigations on the basis 

of intemational collaboration and to avoid political influences. 


Erdkunde, Archiv fiir wissenschaftliche Geographie, edited by 

CARL TROLL and HERBERT LEHMANN and published by Ferd. Dimmlers 

Verlag, Bonn, began publication in 1947. Vol. 1 in two parts 
(1fg. 1-3 and 1fg. 4-6) contained articles by CARL TROLL, 
WILHELM CREDNER (who died on October 13, 1948) CARL RATHJENS : 
and HERMANN VON WISSMANN, WOLFGANG HARTKR, PAUL FICKELER, 

A.PHILIPPSON, KARL GRIPP, ALBRECHT PENCK (deceased), HERBERT LEMBKE 
REINER KELLER, notes, reviews, and an address list on German 
geographers. 


Gittinger Geographische Abhandlungen (published by the 
Geographical Institute of the University of Géttingen) edited } 
by Hans Mortensen began publication in 1948. No. 1, of 107 pages, ' 
consisted of a collection of papers on the occasion of the 
80th birthday of WILHELM MEINARDUS, including a paper on the 

th of the large cities of Japan by LUDWIG MECKING, No. 2 
Tos seeeed is a study by JURGEN HOVERMANN on geomorphological 
investigations in the middle Harz. 
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Forschungen gur deutschen Landeskunde (published by the 
Zentralkommission fiir wissenschaftliche Landeskunde von 
Deutschland) issued volumes 36-45 during the war. The 
following volumes are reported as still available from 
VERLAG S. HIRZEL, Leipzig (now Stuttgart): vols 36, 37, 
39, 42, 43, bh, 45. 


Berichte gue d Landeskunde (published by the Amt 
ie Landeskunde) has reappeared with volume 5, 1947 (VERLAG S, 
HIRZEL, Stuttgart), 340 pp. It has sections devoted to the 
literature » to maps, statistical sources, and boundary 
changes (in Germany} for the period May, 1945, to September, 
1947. The issue includes articles by the following 
geographers: EMIL MEYNEN, JOSEPH SCHMITHUSEN, ERICH OTREMBA, 
and WALTER TUCKERMANN, and notes by ROBERT GRADMANN, 

CARL TROLL, and P. GOESSLER. 


Deutsche sche Zeitschrift (Deutsches Hydrographi 
Institut, Hamburg) under the editorship of A. SCHUMACHER made 
appearance with vol. 1, No. 1, in January, 19%)8. It is hoped 
issue about six numbers each year. The publication is endeavo 
to carry on the traditions of the Annalen der Hydrographie uni 
Maritimen Meteorologie. 


Polarforschung (Archiv fiir Polarforschung in Kiel) ceased 

publication after vol. 13, No. 2, published in 1943. Since 
the war, however, the following volumes have been issued: 

vol. 14 (1944), Nos. 1-2; vol. 15 (1945), Nos. 1-2; and 

vol. 16 (1946), Nos. 1-2. Vol. 17 (1947), Nos. 1-2, was to 
appear in Aygust, 1948. 


Neues Jahrbuch fiir Mineralogie, Geologie and P 

Monatsheft and Abhandlungen, and Zentralblatt a 

Geologie und Palaontologie, under authority of the titan? 
government of March 1948 started publication at Verlag 
Schweizerbarth, Stuttgart, succeeding the former 

and Neues Jahrbuch which ceased publication in 1942. 


Mitteilungen des Deutschen Wetterdienstes in der US~Zone 

began publication in July, 1945, at Bad Kissingen. Klima und 
Wachtumsstand issued by the Hessisches Statistisches Landesant 
has been published since 1947. 


Atlas der Bodenbeschaffenheit des Meeres produced by the 
eutsche Seewarte during the war has been released and may be 
obtained through the Deutsches Hydrographisches Institut in 
Hamburg 11, Seewartenstr. 9. 
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The Zeitschrift fir V. 8 has again made its 
appearance with vol. 74, No. 1, er, 1948) edited 
by R. FINSTERWALDER (Munchen 19, Fliiggenstr. 15) published 
by Konrad Wittwer, Stuttgart. 


The former journal Deutsche Wasserwirtschaft has again 
appeared under a new title Die Wasserwirtschaft with 
vol. 39, No. 1, October, 1948. Editor: HANS HOEBEL; 
Publisher: Franckh'sche Verlagsanstalt, Stuttgart. 


The Bibliographische Institut Leipzig intends to publish a 

new geographic journal, Humboldt-Archiv under the scholarly 
editorship of JOACHIM BLUTHGEN of Griefswald and the ‘ 
publishing direction of EDGAR LEHMANN of Leipzig. The ‘ 
journal will be devoted to problems of physical geography. 


Societies and Institutes 


The Gesellschaft fir Erdkunde zy Berlin is again permitted 
by the Allied Commanders. It held its first session in the 
Institute of Germorphology. Walter Behrmann, Director of the 
Institute, was elected president. 


On the invitation of the Deutscher Hochschullehrer der 
Geographie (German university professors of geography) the 
national = entamung for 1948 was held in Munich on 
September 26-29, 1948. A brief account of the 1947 

in Bonn is contained in Erdkyunde, vol. 1, 


Nos. rms pp. 206-208 and the proceedings of that meeting 
are to be published in a special supplement to Erdkunde. 


The Abteilung Landesbeschreibung of the Wirttembergisches 
Statistisches Landesamt resumed activity on December 1, 1947. 
The activity consists of the preparation of a third edition 
of the regional description of Wirttemberg (Wiirttembergische 
Oberamtsbeschreibung) and a new edition of the systematic 
description (allgemeine Landbeschreibung). The director of 
the Wirttembergisches Statistisches Landesamt is PAUL JOSTOCK. 
Collaborators are BRAUHAUSER (geology), FRIEDRICH HUTTENLOCHER 
(geography), NESTLE (climatology), SCHLENKER (botany), WEIDENBACH 
(Geology), and KLUGE (local history). . 


The Trigonometrische Abteilung of the former Reichsamt 
fiir » Berlin, has been in Bamberg since 
July, 1945, and has been reconstituted under the name 


Institut fiir Erdmessung under the directorship of the 
engineer GIGAS, 
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The Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Vélkerkunde is re-established 
in the American and British zones and has its headquarters in 
Hamburg. The president is FRANZ TERMER, 


Several new societies, institutes, and schools have been 
formed for the study of agricultural and forest land te 


Individuals 


HANS BOBEK of Freiburg has been invited to the Hochschule 
fiir Welthandel in Vienne to succeed DIETRICH. 


OTTO JESSEN, previously in Wirzburg has been appointed 
Professor of Geography and Director ofthe Institute of 
Geography at the University of Munich. 


THEODORE KRAUS of the University of Cologne has been 
appointed Professor of Geography and Director of the 
Geographical Institute at the University of Wiirzburg. 


FRANZ TERMER of the University of Hamburg represented 
Germany at the Intemational Ethnographic Congress in 
Brussels in August, 1948. 


CARL TROLL of the University of Bonn is to spend the 
winter semester of 1948-1949 as Visiting Professor at the 
University of Ziirich lecturing on the Andes of South 
America and on Methods in the geographic study of high 
mountains. He has been invited to a position as Professor 
of Anthropogeography at the University of Vienna, to succeed 
HUGO HASSINGER, but it is not known whether he has accepted 
or not. He attended the annual meeting of the Schweizer 
Naturforsch. Gesellschaft in St. Gallen, Switzerland, 
September 3-5, 1948, and presented a paper on the thermal 
climatic types of the earth to the section on geography 
and cartography. At Wiesbaden he recently was elected 
vice-president of the Geologische Vereinigung. 


JULIUS WAGNER, who specialized in methods of teaching 
economic geography at the University of Frankfurt am Main, 
has been appointed a professor at the Teachers College in 
Frankfurt am Main. 


= 
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POSITION OPEN FOR A GHOGRAPHER 


A position as lecturer in geography at the 
University of Ceylon, Colombo, is open. The 
salary is approximately Rs 10,000 (roughly 
$3,000) for ten mmths' term. Partial aid 

for cost of the passage to Ceylm is offered 
if two-year term of appointment is accepted. 
Ph.D. is desirable, but not required; 

English language is the medium of instruction. 
The position involves lecturing 2-3 hours per 
week and tutorial work. Subject matter is not 
specified, presumably both physical and 
cultural geography. Single man or woman 

is preferred or, if married, couple without 
children because of the difficulty of 
securing adequate housing for a family in 

the city of Colombo. Inquiries should be 
directed to Professor J.H.G.LEBON, 

Department of Geography, University of 
Ceylon, Colombo 3. 


AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS HONOR DR.WONG WEN-HOO 


Dr.WONG WEN-HOO celebrated his sixtieth anniversary 
this year and the Geographical Society of China planned 
to publish in good Chinese style a special anniversary 
volume to commemorate the event. Dr.WONG served as 
President of the Society for a number of years. As you 
may know Dr.WONG culminated a life full of service to 
China in his position as Premier of the National 
Government from the spring to the fall of 1948. 
Believing that it was fitting that American geographers 
should recognize this milestone in his life and join 
with Chinese geographers in paying tribute to him, — 
RICHARD J.RUSSELL and other American geographers sent 
him letters of congratulation. Dr.WONG's —: is 


given on the following page. 


shed 
in 
izatic 
| 
| 
sceed 
sted 
al 
& 
in, 
in 
{ 


THE EXECUTIVE YUAN 


NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. CHINA. 


December 17, 1948 


Prof. R. J. Russel, President 

The American Association of Geographers 
Louisiana State University 

Baton Rouge 3, Louisiana 

U. Ss. A, 


Dear Prof. Russell: 


I thank you very much for your letter on the occasion 
of my sixtieth birthday. I feel gratified to have received 
such a message of good wishes from you as colleague of 
geography of America. 


I devoted my complete attention to geological work 
during the period from 1913 to 1935. During the latter 
part of that period I was at the same time interested 
in the physical geography and the cartography of China. 
And I contributed to the preparation of the atlas of 
China including relief maps of the country. 


My engagement in economic and administrative work was 
largely due to the disturbance made by Japanese action 
in Manchuria in 1931 through which a number of academic 
workers like Hu Shih, T. F. Chiang etc., became interested 
in the state affairs. 


We did hope that China would have some happier days 
after the strenuous struggle against Japan during eight 
years. The contrary is true however because the country 
is become extensively ruined by the communist troubles. 

Thanking you for your kind message. 


Yours sincerely, 


rived 


New Maps, Books and Publications 


GINN & COMPANY (72 Fifth Avenue, New York 11) have recently 
published A GEOGRAPHY OF MAN by Preston E.James, Professor 
of Geography, Syracuse University, and Hibberd ee Ure, 
Assistant Professor of Geography at Syracuse. 


McKNIGHT & McKNIGHT (Bloomington, Illinois) released 
late last year a third grade geography: HOMES AND HELPERS 
written jointly by Dr.Marietta Odell, Dr.Douglas Ridgley, 
Mrs,Isabelle K.Hart, and Mrs.Margaret Bertsche. 


JOHN WILEY & SONS, INC. (440 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, 
N.Y.) have announced the publication of Case and Bergsmark's 
COLLEGE GEOGRAPHY, THIRD EDITION, revised by Professor 
E.C.Case, University of Cincinnati. 


THE STATE OF UTAH, Department of Publicity and Industrial 
Development, has published a new, colored relief map of Utah, 
(scale, 1:1,000,000). This hasbeen in the process of 
preparation during the past year in cooperation with 
the United States Geological Survey. The map is now 
available at the Utah Publicity and Industrial Development 
Department, 512 Atlas Building, Salt Lake City, Utah, at 
a price of fifty cents a copy. A comprehensive oil and 
gas survey of Utah has been in progress for the past two 
years by the Raw Materials Division of the UPID. It was 
to be released about January 1, 1949. Other mineral 
surveys are also in progress. 


U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, Office of Foreign 
Agricultural Relations, Washingtm. An extensive 
illustrated survey of the geography of agriculture in 
Europe aid the Near East has been published by the Office 
of Foreign Agricultural Relations, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 


The report is the product of detailed studies made during 
and since World War II, and should be particularly useful l 
today because of current widespread interest in European and 
Near Eastern agriculture. It may be obtained from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D.C. for 
$1.00 a copy. 
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The volume, entitled "Agricultural Geography of Europe and 
the Near East", consists of 74 pages exclusive of covers, and 
63 illustrations, of which 15 are colored maps and the 
remainder charts and maps in black am white. It provides 
extensive information relative to European and Near Eastern 
crop and livestock production. It also presents comprehensively 
the important physical facts affecting the production of, and 
international trade in, selected agricultural commodities of 
major importance to the ecmomy of Europe, the Near East and 
the United States. The agricultural geography is the joint 
work of Lois B.Bacon, Reginald H.Hainsworth, Naum Jasny, 
Clarence M.Purves, and Clayton E.Whipple. 


THE WOMEN'S BUREAU of the U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR has 
recently issued Bulletin No. 223 - 7 on "The Outlook for 
Women in Geology, Geography and Meteorology". It is on sale 
by the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. The price is 15 cents. 


HISTORIAN -— GEOGRAPHER 


Man or woman under 45, preferably under 40, to 
fill vacancy as principal editor in history and 
geography for dictionary publisher, beginning 
salary to depend on experience. Qualifications: 
major interest and experience in world political 
and social history and political geography; 
knowledge of organization of governments, 
political parties, social theories, map making 
and map projections, geographical illustration, 
physical and economic geography, coins and 
weights and measures of all countries. Give age 
and particular of academic training and experience, 
transcript of graduate work, list of publications, 
three professional references. Reply to G. & C,. 
Merriam Company, General Editor, Springfield 2, 
Mass. 


The Editor's Page 


Well! How do you like it? 


The Professional Geographer obviously has a "new look". 
As editor I am in many ways sorry to see the change. There 
was so much of value in the bulletin in its old form, 
especially as exemplified in its last issue, which was 
edited despite difficulties by HAROLD V.MILLER, It would 
indeed be sad if those features were not to be continued. 
However, they will be continued under the broadened scope 
of the Annals of the Association of American Geographers. 
HENRY M.KENDALL, editor of the Annals, is hoping for the 
submission from the membership and others of articles 
and notes along lines stressing the practical application 
of geography. In a subsequent issue of The Professional 
Geographer he will make a statement concerning the 
editorial policies and give some suggestions on the 
preparation of articles for the expanded Annals. 
Short articles of comtemporary interest or pertinent 
informal comments will be included in The Professional 
Geographer. 


The Joint Newsletter of the AAG and ASPG as developed 
by CHAUNCY HARRIS and carried on by CLARENCE ODELL and 
CHARLOTTE BURTIS has greatly increased the information 
available to the geographic profession. Because of the 
transition in editors, this issue of The Professional 
Geographer which replaces the Newsletter has largely 
been occupied with Association affairs. However, material 
of contemporary interest to American geographers is 
beginning to flow in. Will you please consider this 
as an urgent personal invitation to submit information 
by letter or postcard concerning the activities in which 
you or your colleagues have been or will be engaged? 


Forthcoming issues will stress in addition to the 
news of the profession special topics and events. 
Reports of the Divisional meetings will be furnished 
by Divisional reporters. Letters to the Editor with 
comments on geographic news or activities or with ideas 
which members believe worthy of presentation are most 
welcome. Just as the AAG is our association, so 


The Professional Geographer is our journal. 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 


Officers and Council Members, 1949 
President, RICHARD HARTSHORNE Secretary, WALTER W. Ristow 


University of Wisconsin, The Library of Congress, 

Madison, Wisconsin Washington, D. C. 

Vice-President, SHANNON McCUNE Treasurer, CHARLES HITCHCOCK 
Colgate University, American Geographical Society, 
Hamilton, New York Broadway at 156 St., New York 32 


Councilors 


GEORGE B. CRESSEY GEORGE DEASY 

Syracuse University, Pennsylvania State College, 
Syracuse, New York (1949) State College, Pa. (1949) 
WALTER KOLLMORGEN JOHN K. Rose 

University of Kansas, The Library of Congress, 
Lawrence, Kansas (1949) Washington, D. C. (1950) 
GEORGE J. MILLER JOHN WEAVER 

Indiana University, University of Minnesota, 
Bloomington, Indiana (1950) Minneapolis, Minnesota (1951) 


WALLACE W. ATWoop, JR. 
Research and Development Board 
National Defense Establishment, 
Washington, D. C. (1951) 


Divisional Chairmen 
(Ex-officio Members of Council) 
New England, W. ELMER EKBLAW Middle Atlantic, ROBERT CAMPBELL 


Clark University, George Washington University, 
Worcester, Mass. Washington, D. C. 

Southeast, SiGIsMOND DrIETTRICH East Lakes, EDWARD PROPHET 
University of Florida, Michigan State College, 

Gainesville, Fla. East Lansing, Michigan 

West Lakes, Cart MaPEs Mid. West, WALTER KOLLMORGEN) 
Rand McNally & Company, University of Kansas, 

546 S. Clark St., Chicago 5 Lawrence, Kansas 


Southwest — GEORGE CORFIELD 
Oklahoma A & M College 
4 Stillwater, Oklahoma 


Editor of Annals — HENRY MADISON KENDALL, Syracuse University @ 
Syracuse, New 


Editor of The Professional Geographer — SHANNON McCUNE 
Colgate University 
Hamilton, New York 
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